Kossuth County Conservation Board

Regular Monthly Meeting

Water’s Edge Nature Center

June 8, 2026 
5:30 P.M.

Present:          
Eichenberger; Miller; Young

Beenken; Fosado; Schmidt; Stumme; Wille
Absent:
Rasmussen
; Ristau

















Guests Present:


Second Vice-Chairman Eichenberger called the meeting to order.
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Young to approve the May meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously.
The Naturalist report was presented by Wille: 2 public programs were given for 35 people; 33 school programs were given for 674 students, 27 other student programs were given for 472 students; JCL event was birding with 8 attending; Facebook posts included 13 posts with 22,294 reached and 13,086 engaged. Other accomplishments included attending board and staff meetings, curriculum development, live animal maintenance, attended the Soil and Water meeting, spent a day at West Bend Mallard teaching PS-5th grades, held Intern interviews and hired Jacey Welbig, NAI zoom meeting; helped Julie with JCL, set up habitat for corn snake. 

Discussion was held on the Phase 2 contract with ShiveHattery for the Construction Plans & Permitting for the Smith Lake restoration project. No decision was made as the KCCB is awaiting review of the contract by the County Attorney.  

Discussion was held on the Phase 2 contract with the Iowa DNR for the Construction Plans & Permitting for the Smith Lake restoration project. No decision was made as the KCCB is awaiting review of the contract by the County Attorney. 
The board reviewed the sealed bids submitted for the sale of a 25-gallon ATV sprayer. A motion was made by Young and seconded by Miller to accept the high bid of $201 from Craig Cink of Algona. The motion passed unanimously. 
Stumme presented quotes for the purchase of an 8-place kayak trailer. After reviewing the two bids received, a motion was made by Miller and seconded by Young to approve the bid of $4,600 from Crawdaddy Outdoors from Waverly, Iowa. The motion passed unanimously.

Operations Supervisor Schmidt presented bids for the purchase of a new F350 pickup truck. After reviewing the bids, a motion was made by Young and seconded by Miller to approve the low bid of $43,692 before trade from Pritchard auto for a 2027 Ford F350XL. Additional trade in value of the KCCB 2003 F250 XL was $1,500-$2,000. The motion passed unanimously.
Discussion was held on hiring a work comp employee through Exceptional Opportunities for approximately 30 hours total between July 1 and October 1. Duties would include routine maintenance at the county park areas including litter pickup and general cleaning. The employee would be supervised by an Ex-Op Job coach. The employee would be funded through the 2026-2027 Operations Expense under the other help line item and paid $8.00/hour. A motion was made by Young and seconded by Miller to approve this temporary position. The motion passed unanimously.
Discussion was held on the request of an individual to be allowed the gate key on the Buffalo Creek Nature Preserve Area for the purpose of vehicle access to a site on the tract. The board denied this request.
Discussion was held on the electric motor restrictions regarding county managed lakes. Currently electric motors only are allowed, but there is no restriction on the speed allowed in the lakes. The Director requested additional restrictions of a 5 mph speed limit on all boats in county managed lakes. The board approved this change and additional signage will be added near the board ramps.

The board approved of holding the July board meeting on Monday the 13th at 5:30 P.M. at the Water’s Edge Nature Center.
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Young to approve the 48 bills submitted for approval. The motion passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Young and seconded by Miller to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously. 

