Kossuth County Conservation Board

Regular Monthly Meeting

Water’s Edge Nature Center

May 11, 2026 
5:30 P.M.

Present:          
Eichenberger; Miller; Ristau; Young

Beenken; Schmidt; Stumme; Wille
Absent:
Rasmussen


















Guests Present:


Vice-Chairman Ristau called the meeting to order.
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Eichenberger to approve the April meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously.
The Naturalist report was presented by Wille: 3 public programs were given for 38 people; 51 school programs were given for 1,196 students, 11 other student programs were given for 206 students; JCL event was rained out; Facebook posts included 13 posts with 27,465 reached and 17,586 engaged. Other accomplishments included attending board and staff meetings, curriculum development, live animal maintenance, tree wrapping, attended the Foundation meeting, attended the Soil and Water meeting, spent a day at West Bend Mallard teaching PS-5th grades, planned and hosted the Trees for Threes event, hosted the Leadership Algona class at the nature center, attended open enrollment meeting.
Stumme presented the bids received for the rock jetty project at Siems Park. After reviewing the bids, a motion was made by Eichenberger and seconded by Young to accept the low bid of $36,920 from Reutzel Excavating Inc. The motion passed unanimously.

The board also approved of changing the location of the north jetty to the southeast corner of pit #4. It had originally been located at the east side of the pit.

Stumme informed the board a budget amendment had been requested to spend an additional 12,000 from the Conservation Reserve. The funds were requested to pay for additional expenses for trees  ordered and other projects. 

Discussion was held on the sale of the used three-point auger the conservation no longer uses. A motion was made by Eichenberger and seconded by Young to approve the sale to a private party for $251. The motion passed unanimously.

Discussion was also held on the sale of a new 25-gallon ATV sprayer tank with accessories donated to the Conservation from the Schmidt estate. The board approved of taking sealed bids for the sale of this item.

Discussion was held on the removal of the pit toilet at Siems Park. The pit toilet is over 30 years old and receives limited use as modern restrooms are available in the park. A motion was made by Young and seconded by Miller to approve the removal of this item.

The board was informed of drainage issues at the Michaelsen Marsh area from Brad Harms, who farms the land adjacent to the area. Approx 470 feet of tile need to be replaced on county property to allow proper drainage for the Harms land. A motion was made by Eichenberger and seconded by Young to pay for $2,000 of the expense to replace the tile. Mr. Harms agreed to purchase and provide the materials, labor and equipment to completed the repair. The motion passed unanimously.

The board approved of holding the June board meeting on Monday the 8th at 5:30 P.M. at the Water’s Edge Nature Center.
A motion was made by Young and seconded by Miller to approve the 42 bills submitted for approval. The motion passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Ristau and seconded by Miller to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously. 

