Kossuth County Conservation Board

Regular Monthly Meeting

Water’s Edge Nature Center

August 11, 2025 
5:30 P.M.

Present:          
Rasmussen; Ristau; Young

Beenken; Stumme; Wille
Absent:


















Guests Present:
John Emswiler; Donna Kitzinger; Scott Schultze

Chairman Young called the meeting to order.
A motion was made by Rasmussen and seconded by Ristau to approve the July meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously.
The Naturalist report was presented by Wille: 9 public programs were given for 146 people; 0 school programs were given, 10 other student programs were given for 129 students; Facebook posts included 20 posts with 29,866 reached and 2,472 engaged. Other accomplishments included attending board and staff meetings, curriculum development, greeted at NC 2X, live animal maintenance, set up and worked fair booth, campground recycling, fishing pole repair, attend foundation and supervisors meeting.
John Emswiler, Donna Kitzinger and Scott Scultze discussed the possible donation of land south of the Kossuth County Fairgrounds in Section 11 and 14 of Cresco Township owned by Don Tietz. Discussion was held on the recreational opportunities on the tract, public access and the fair boards current use of the property. Discussion was also held on possible division of the land and which areas would be suited for the Conservation Board as well as the fair board. No decisions were reached.
The board was informed of progress on the Smith Lake restoration project. A kickoff meeting was held on July 15th, and Shive-Hattery staff had started the Smith Lake assessment. Shive-Hattery staff was planning on doing sediment probing in the lake the week of August 11-15. 
The board was informed the KCCB had closed on the Crail acquisition. Future plans include installing a parking lot, improving the access lane and posting signage when site conditions allow.
The board approved of holding the September board meeting on Monday the 8th at 5:30 P.M. at the Water’s Edge Nature Center.
A motion was made by Ristau and seconded by Rasmussen to approve the 55 bills submitted for approval. The motion passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Ristau and seconded by Rasmussen to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously.

