Kossuth County Conservation Board

Regular Monthly Meeting

Water’s Edge Nature Center

July 8, 2025 
4:00 P.M.

Present:          
Eichenberger; Miller; Rasmussen; Ristau; Young

Beenken; Fosado; Stumme; Wille
Absent:


















Guests Present:

Chairman Young called the meeting to order.
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Eichenberger to approve the June meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously.
The Naturalist report was presented by Wille: 7 public programs were given for 109 people; 0 school programs were given, 9 other student programs were given for 111 students; JCL event was camping with 8 students, Facebook posts included 14 posts with 24,734 reached and 15,122 engaged. Other accomplishments included attending board and staff meetings, curriculum development, greeted at NC 3x, live animal maintenance, made and distributed flyers, NAI zoom meeting, work on Eagles nest, repaired skulls, NAI budget, recycling, fishing pole repair, prep for county fair.
Discussion was held on the request for tile repair at the Eagle Lake Wildlife Area. Stumme informed the board he had relayed the information to Ken McClellan regarding sharing the cost of the repair 50/50. The total cost was estimated at $2,045 From Blair Drainage. Mr. McClellan requested the KCCB pay for the total bill. Stumme informed the board he had received legal advice regarding who was responsible for the tile repair payment. The board requested Stumme to contact Mr. McClellan and propose the same terms of offering to pay for half of the repair bill of 2,045.
The board was informed the muralist had completed the painting of the display wall on June 27th and the display was in the process of being installed today and tomorrow.

The board reviewed the bids for a new UTV submitted by Lake Mills Motor Sports and Sportsman’s Corner, both of Algona. Both bids included trading in a 2009 Polaris Ranger and 2024 Honda Rancher. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Eichenberger to approve the low bid of $5,157 from Lake Mills Motor Sports. The motion passed unanimously.

The board was informed the bids for the Smith Lake restoration engineering assessment had been reviewed and the firm recommended was ShiveHattery Architecture & Engineering located in West Des Moines. A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Rasmussen to approve the service agreement with Shive Hattery at a cost of 114,445.  This cost would be paid by the KCCB and 75% of the total reimbursed by the Iowa DNR Lake Restoration Program. The motion was contingent on the Natural Resources Commission approving the Cooperative Agreement with the Iowa DNR and the Kossuth County Conservation Board. The meeting requesting approval from the Natural Resource Commission was July 10, 2025. The motion passed unanimously.
The board reviewed the Iowa DNR Cooperative agreement to share expenses to hire a qualified consultant to assess restoration practices at Smith Lake. The total expense of $114,145 would be shared 75/25 with the DNR paying 85,834 and the KCCB paying 28,611. A motion was made by Ristau and seconded by Eichenberger to approve the Cooperative agreement. The motion passed unanimously.

Discussion was held on the recreational opportunities on land owned by Don Tietz. The land is located south of the fairgrounds in Section 11 and 14 of Cresco Township. The board requested more information be obtained regarding this tract.
The board approved of holding the August board meeting on Monday the 11th at 5:30 P.M. at the Water’s Edge Nature Center.
A motion was made by Miller and seconded by Eichenberger to approve the 52 bills submitted for approval. The motion passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Ristau and seconded by Eichenberger to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously.

