AREA | NVENTORY

The Kossuth County Conservati on Board nmanages 24 areas totaling
1,600 acres for outdoor recreation and wildlife habitat. A brief
description of the areas foll ows:

Burt Lake: Eagle 9: 145 acres: Novenber 1979

Located 4 niles west and 8.5 mles north of Swea City, this area
was acquired in 1979. It is managed for wildlife habitat as well as
recreation. Canpers and fisherman are the major users of this park. A
nature trail is present, and existing facilities include a shelter
house, electrical hookups, and picnic tables, grills, fire pits and pit
toilets. Hunting is all owed.

Call Park Road Habitat Area: Cresco 14: 2 acres: May 1987

Located 1.5 miles south and .25 nmiles west of Algona. This area
was | eft over after reconstruction of the roadbed. In June of 1990 the
entire plot was tilled and planted with switch grass for use as a
wildlife habitat area. The area is burned periodically to enhance the
nati ve grass planting.

Devine Wldlife Area: Riverdale 23: 41 acres: Septenber 1967

Located 8 miles south of Algona, this area was donated by Ms.
Lyle Steele to the Conservation Board in 1967. It was originally called
Steele Wldlife Area, then changed to Riverdale Wldlife Area in August,
1969, and finally nanmed Devine Wldlife Area in Novenber 1969. Devine
Wldlife Area is managed primarily as a wildlife area. Public use is
nostly for fishing and accessing the East Fork of the Des Mdines River.
Existing facilities include a shelter house, picnic tables, grills and
fire pits. A concrete boat ranp was constructed in 1992.

Eagle Lake Widlife Area: Eagle 28: 180 acres: July 2001

Located 4 nmiles west and 4.5 miles north of Smea City, this
wet | and area was acquired fromthe lowa Natural Heritage Foundation in
July of 2001. This acquisition includes the old Eagle | ake basin, which
had been a shallow | ake of approximately 120 acres prior to being
drained in the early 1900's. This property contains 155.0 acres in the
Wet | and Reserve program Wetland restoration, drainage inprovenents and
upl and habitat devel oprment practices have been inplenented on the tract.
The area will be managed as a wildlife area with activities regul ated
accordi ngly.

Ceigel Wods: Irvington 18: 14 acres: October 1999

Located 2 miles southeast of Algona in the area known as “Little
Africa”, this small tract is entirely tinber. This acquisition was a
donati on from Janmes Voi gt and Robert Ceigel. The area will be managed as
awildlife area with public hunting allowed. No devel opnent is planned
on this area.

G eenwood Marsh: Greenwood 29: 7 acres: March 1989

Located 1 mle south and 4 mles west of Bancroft. In March of
1989 Maurice Bernhard turned over seven acres to the conservati on board.
The area is nmanaged as a wildlife area. Hunting is not allowed.



H M and Eva Smith Prairie: Cresco 23: 9.44 acres: COctober 1990

Smith Prairie was donated to the Conservati on Board by Eva Smith.
It is located 2 miles south and 1 nmile west of Al gona. Over eighty-five
species of wildflowers and native grasses have been identified on it,
i ncluding one on the state-threatened |list and one on the federa
threatened list. The area is naintained to preserve the prairie and
hunting is not allowed.

Hurlburt Wldlife Area: Union 25, 36: 180 acres: January 1991

Hurl burt Wldlife Area, located 1.5 nmiles northeast of Al gona was
purchased from Merwyn and Donna Hurl burt using Kossuth County Pheasants
Forever Chapters and lowa State Council of Pheasants Forever dollars. A
Wldlife Habitat Stanp Grant was al so granted. The area consists of
river bottomtinber, native prairie, pasture, and Conservati on Reserve
Program acres. A three-acre nan-nmade pond is present, and the East Fork
of the Des Mdines River borders the property on the east. Since
acquisition, wildlife food plots, tw extensive shelterbelts, and over
50 acres of native grasses have been planted on the area. Sixty acres
of additional tinmber was added to this area with the purchase of the
Buscher tract in April of 1999. This additional 60 acres was funded by a
Wldlife Habitat Stamp grant and a National WId Turkey Federation
grant. Twenty acres were donated by G b and Bev Buscher. The area is
managed as a wildlife managenent area with activities regul at ed
accordi ngly.

Ledyard RO W: Ledyard 19: 16 acres: Septenber 1981

Located 2 nmiles south and 1 nile west of Ledyard. The Ledyard
R OW is used for wildlife habitat and public hunting. No devel oprent
is planned on this area.

M chael sen Marsh: Portland 1: 95 acres: Decenber 1966

Located 2.5 niles west of Titonka, this area was added to in years
1967 and 1968. M chael sen Marsh is a public hunting area with upland and
wet | and habitat. A shelter house, pit toilets, and a trapshooting range
are provided on this area.

Patterson Recreation and Wildlife Area: Portland 20, 29: 303 acres:
February 1986

Located 1.5 miles east of Burt, this is the |argest area nanaged
by the KCCB. The area contains uplands, river bottomtinber, and
several wetlands. It is open to the public for hunting, fishing, hiking,
skiing, and general nature study. Extensive shelterbelts, a food pl ot
and native grasses have been planted for wildlife habitat. The natura
wet | ands on the area have been enhanced with the construction of dikes,
pot hol es, and the placenent of water control structures. A boat ranp
and parking lot in the southeast quarter of the area provide access to
the East fork of the Des Mdines River.

Plum Creek Dam_ Union 36: 7 acres: 1983

Located 3 nmiles northeast of Algona, this area was given to the
Al gona Kiwanis in 1939, which eventually turned it over to the
Conservation Board. It is entirely tinberland bordering the East Fork of
the Des Mdines River and is nmanaged for wildlife. Public hunting is
allowed. This area receives noderate use fromfisherman and is a popul ar
access point to the river. A boat ranp was added in August 2000. This
area i s subject to flooding.



Plum Creek Tinber: Plum Creek 19: 23 acres: Decenmber 1980

Located 3.5 miles northeast of Al gona along the East Fork of the
Des Moines River. It is nanaged as a wildlife area and gets little
public use due to its inaccessibility.

Plum Creek Tinber Addition: Plum Creek 19: 31 acres: Cctober 1986

Located 4 nmles northeast of Algona, this area is two parcels of
l and al ong the East Fork of the Des Mdines River. The farthest 10 acres
of the total is rarely used, as there is no direct access by road. The
areas wWill be maintained prinmarily for their wildlife habitat val ues.

Plum Creek Wldlife Area: Plum Creek 17: 70 acres: Novenber 1983

Located 3 niles northeast of Algona, this area is nmanaged as a
wildlife area. The area receives noderate public use from hunters and
people fishing. In the sumer of 2001, the east pit was mned for gravel
by the Kossuth County Road Department. Later that fall it was chemcally
renovated by the lowa DNR fisheries staff and restocked with bluegill,
| argenout h bass and channel catfish. This area floods frequently from
t he adj acent East Fork of the Des Mbines River.

Rath Right of Way: Fenton 15, 16, 17: 24 acres: March 1989

Located east of Fenton. It consists of fornmer railroad right of
way, and was | eased from John and Jean Rath. It will be mmintained as a
wildlife area with no current plans for devel opnent. Public hunting is
all owed on the area

Riverdale Tinmber: R verdale 11: 16 acres: My 1981

Located 6 mles south of Algona. This area was acquired for
wildlife habitat and is open to public hunting. This is a relatively
secl uded area and is not marked with boundary signs.

Siems Park: Wittenmore 9: 41 acres: August 1965

Located 1.5 niles southeast of Wiittenmore. Originally called
VWi ttenore Park, the name was changed to Siems Park in 1973. This park
recei ves noderate use and has canping facilities, two shelter houses,
pit toilets and playground equi pnent. |In Septenber of 2001, the pits
were chemically renovated by lowa DNR fisheries staff to renmove an over
abundance of rough fish. It has since been stocked with bluegill
| argemout h bass and channel catfish. The park is managed as a wildlife
refuge and hunting is not allowed. Menbers of the Whittenore Gun C ub
and | ocal volunteers provide funds and | abor for park inprovenents such
as trees, grills and picnic tables.

Snmith Lake County Park: Union 23: 124 acres: March 1964

Located 3 miles north of Al gona. The park was dedi cated in Cctober
1970. Smith Lake County Park is the center of activity for the
Conservation Board. Board neetings are held at the neeting roomin the
utility building, which is the headquarters for the KCCB and houses the
shop and office. This park is highly used by the public, especially in
the sunmer. There are two beaches, two shelter houses, nodern and pit
toilets, a shower facility, a canpground, a boat ramp, two sand
vol | eybal | courts, two horseshoe pits, playground equi pnent, fishing
docks, and a fish cleaning station at this park. A 1.5-nile nature trai
begins in the Tree Garden and follows the shoreline around the | ake. An
i nfornational Kiosk at the Prairie Patch in the canpground was added in



the spring of 2002 by Brett Connor as part of his Eagle Scout
requi renents.

Smth WIldlife Area: Cresco 24 and 25: 144 acres: Novenber 1994

This area was purchased fromthe Eva Smth Estate by the | owa
Nat ural Heritage Foundation, with an agreenment to sell to the
conservation board. The area is alnopst entirely tinbered with |arge
stands of oak, maple and basswood. The area will be naintained as a
wildlife area, with activities regulated accordingly. Were possible,
practices will be carried out to maintain and i nprove the tinber
quality. A naple syrup shack built in 1949, |ocated anbng a | arge stand
of hard maples serves as the center for the maple syrup operation. In
the spring of 2002 over 500 peopl e experienced first hand nmaple syrup
producti on.

St. Benedict Wldlife Area: Prairie 30: 33 acres: Decenber 1981

Located 10 miles southeast of Al gona, this area was acquired by
transfer fromthe board of supervisors. It is managed for wildlife
habitat and there are five gravel pits for fishing. Hunters and
fi sherman, account for nost of the use at this area.

Stinson Prairie: Wittenore 13: 32 acres: February 1969

Located 4 nmiles west and 1 nmile south of Algona. This native
prairie was declared a State Preserve in August 1971. It is open to the
public for hunting and general observation of prairie plants and
animals. Controlled burning is practiced on this area to stimulate and
enhance the prairie grasses and fl owers.

Wesl ey Right of Way: Wesley 33, 34, 35, 36: 48 acres Cctober 1990

The Conservation Board assumed managenent of this 5 mile right-of-
way east and west of Wesley to protect the existing native prairie. No
devel opnent is planned. Prairie and roadsi de managenent practices wll
be used to maintain the integrity of the area.

Wiittenpre Land: Wiittenpre 4: 4 acres: March 1987

Located 2 mles northeast of Wiittenpre, this area was donated to
the conservation board by the City of Wittenore. It will be nanaged for
wildlife habitat. Access to the area is linmted and the boundaries are
not posted.





